
 

 

                            

 
A meeting of the Finance Committee took place at Fernhurst Village Hall 

Wednesday 16 October 2024 at 6.00pm 

Councillors Present: Mr W Black (Chairman), Mrs H Bicknell, Mr G Inns, Mr J Buchanan, 
Mr C Honeyman Brown 
                                                                     
F/17/24 Apologies For Absence: Mrs M Jenkins, Mr C Lloyd, Mrs S Clough 
 

F/18/24 Declarations Of Interest: Mrs Bicknell declared two interests as a volunteer with the 
Lunch Club and as an organiser of the  Revels May parish event . 
 

F/19/24 Minutes of the 17 July 2024 -  Approval of the minutes was deferred. 
 

F/20/24 External Audit Report Audit 2023/2024 
The external audit for the year ending 31st March 2024 had been completed on 29 September 
2024 and had identified minor errors in the submission.  An item to be addressed was to ensure 
that the Council carried out an annual review of governance documents and internal controls. 
 

F/21/24 Review of Income/Expenditure for the Half Year Ended 30 September 2024 & 
Balance Sheet at 30 September 2024 
There was a detailed discussion of the report on the income and expenditure for the first half of 
the year, 1 April to 30 September 2024. A schedule of necessary inspections would be prepared 
following the recent electrical upgrade works at the public toilets.  Action: Clerk 
The status of the new cemetery noticeboard would be checked.  Action: Clerk 
The planning application requirement for a re-location of the A1286 lay-by bus stop was still to 
be confirmed.  Action: Clerk 
 

F/22/24 Review of Budget 2024/2025 
F/23/24 Draft Budget 2025/2026 
A proposed budget for 2025/2026 had been prepared using the current year’s actual six month 
and projected annual totals for income and expenditure (see Appendix A) and was reviewed in 
detail.  There was an initial discussion of expanding the asset review to identify future asset 
replacement costs.  The proposal included an increase of 5% in the 2025/2026 precept.  Cllr 
Bicknell proposed a 10% increase in precept which was seconded by Cllr Inns but not carried. 
The 2025/2026 budget and precept would be agreed at a future full Council meeting. 
 

F/24/24 Verification of Council Assets 
A site inspection of Council assets had been carried out by members of the Property, Highways 
and Environment Committee but the report was yet to be received. Action: (Councillors) 
 

F//25/24 Date of next meeting: 
The date of the next meeting would be 15 January 2025.  
 
The meeting ended at 7.22pm 
 
 
Signed……………………………………………………                    Chairman   
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